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Article121 

Regime of islands 

1. An island is a naturally formed area of land, surrounded by water, which is above water 
at high tide. 
2. Except as provided for in paragraph 3, the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, the 
exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf of an island are determined in accordance 
with the provisions of this Convention applicable to other land territory. 
3. Rocks which cannot sustain human habitation or economic life of their own shall have no 
exclusive economic zone or continental shelf. 
 

Article60 
Artificial islands, installations and structures 

in the exclusive economic zone 
8. Artificial islands, installations and structures do not possess the status of islands. They 
have no territorial sea of their own, and their presence does not affect the delimitation of the 
territorial sea, the exclusive economic zone or the continental shelf. 
 

************************************************************* 
Also: 

Article15 
Delimitation of the territorial sea between States 

with opposite or adjacent coasts 
Where the coasts of two States are opposite or adjacent to each other, neither of the two States is 
entitled, failing agreement between them to the contrary, to extend its territorial sea beyond the median 
line every point of which is equidistant from the nearest points on the baselines from which the breadth 
of the territorial seas of each of the two States is measured. The above provision does not apply, 
however, where it is necessary by reason of historic title or other special circumstances to delimit the 
territorial seas of the two States in a way which is at variance therewith. 
 

Right of innocent passage 
Subject to this Convention, ships of all States, whether coastal or land-locked, enjoy the right of 
innocent passage through the territorial sea. 
 

Article19 
Meaning of innocent passage 

1. Passage is innocent so long as it is not prejudicial to the peace, good order or security of the 
coastal State. Such passage shall take place in conformity with this Convention and with other rules of 
international law. 
2. Passage of a foreign ship shall be considered to be prejudicial to the peace, good order or 
security of the coastal State if in the territorial sea it engages in any of the following activities: 
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(a) any threat or use of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political independence of 
the coastal State, or in any other manner in violation of the principles of international law embodied in 
the Charter of the United Nations; 
(b) any exercise or practice with weapons of any kind; 
(c) any act aimed at collecting information to the prejudice of the defence or security of the coastal 
State; 
(d) any act of propaganda aimed at affecting the defence or security of the coastal State; 
(e) the launching, landing or taking on board of any aircraft; 
(f) the launching, landing or taking on board of any military device; 
(g) the loading or unloading of any commodity, currency or person contrary to the customs, fiscal, 
immigration or sanitary laws and regulations of the coastal State; 
(h) any act of wilful and serious pollution contrary to this Convention; 
(i) any fishing activities; 
(j) the carrying out of research or survey activities; 
(k) any act aimed at interfering with any systems of communication or any other facilities or 
installations of the coastal State; 
(l) any other activity not having a direct bearing on passage. 
 

Article20 
Submarines and other underwater vehicles 

In the territorial sea, submarines and other underwater vehicles are required to navigate on the surface 
and to show their flag. 
 

Article21 
Laws and regulations of the coastal State relating to innocent passage 

1. The coastal State may adopt laws and regulations, in conformity with the provisions of this 
Convention and other rules of international law, relating to innocent passage through the territorial sea, 
in respect of all or any of the following: 
(a) the safety of navigation and the regulation of maritime traffic; 
(b) the protection of navigational aids and facilities and other facilities or installations; 
(c) the protection of cables and pipelines; 
(d) the conservation of the living resources of the sea; 
(e) the prevention of infringement of the fisheries laws and regulations of the coastal State; 
(f) the preservation of the environment of the coastal State and the prevention, reduction and 
control of pollution thereof; 
(g) marine scientific research and hydrographic surveys; 
(h) the prevention of infringement of the customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and 
regulations of the coastal State. 
2. Such laws and regulations shall not apply to the design, construction, manning or equipment of 
foreign ships unless they are giving effect to generally accepted international rules or standards. 
3. The coastal State shall give due publicity to all such laws and regulations. 
4. Foreign ships exercising the right of innocent passage through the territorial sea shall comply 
with all such laws and regulations and all generally accepted international regulations relating to the 
prevention of collisions at sea. 
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Article55 

Specific legal regime of the exclusive economic zone 
The exclusive economic zone is an area beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea, subject to the 
specific legal regime established in this Part, under which the rights and jurisdiction of the coastal State 
and the rights and freedoms of other States are governed by the relevant provisions of this Convention. 
 

Article56 
Rights, jurisdiction and duties of the coastal State in the exclusive economic zone 

1. In the exclusive economic zone, the coastal State has: 
(a) sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the 
natural resources, whether living or non-living, of the waters superjacent to the seabed and of the 
seabed and its subsoil, and with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation and exploration 
of the zone, such as the production of energy from the water, currents and winds; 
(b) jurisdiction as provided for in the relevant provisions of this Convention with regard to: 
(i) the establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures; 
(ii) marine scientific research; 
(iii) the protection and preservation of the marine environment; 
(c) other rights and duties provided for in this Convention. 
2. In exercising its rights and performing its duties under this Convention in the exclusive economic 
zone, the coastal State shall have due regard to the rights and duties of other States and shall act in a 
manner compatible with the provisions of this Convention. 
3. The rights set out in this article with respect to the seabed and subsoil shall be exercised in 
accordance with Part VI. 
 

Article57 
Breadth of the exclusive economic zone 

The exclusive economic zone shall not extend beyond 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which 
the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. 
 

Article60 
Artificial islands, installations and structures 

in the exclusive economic zone 
1. In the exclusive economic zone, the coastal State shall have the exclusive right to construct and 
to authorize and regulate the construction, operation and use of: 
(a) artificial islands; 
(b) installations and structures for the purposes provided for in article 56 and other economic 
purposes; 
(c) installations and structures which may interfere with the exercise of the rights of the coastal 
State in the zone. 
2. The coastal State shall have exclusive jurisdiction over such artificial islands, installations and 
structures, including jurisdiction with regard to customs, fiscal, health, safety and immigration laws and 
regulations. 
 
8. Artificial islands, installations and structures do not possess the status of islands. They have no 
territorial sea of their own, and their presence does not affect the delimitation of the territorial sea, the 
exclusive economic zone or the continental shelf. 
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Article74 
Delimitation of the exclusive economic zone 

between States with opposite or adjacent coasts 
1. The delimitation of the exclusive economic zone between States with opposite or adjacent 
coasts shall be effected by agreement on the basis of international law, as referred to in Article 38 of 
the Statute of the International Court of Justice, in order to achieve an equitable solution. 
2. If no agreement can be reached within a reasonable period of time, the States concerned shall 
resort to the procedures provided for in Part XV. 
3. Pending agreement as provided for in paragraph 1, the States concerned, in a spirit of 
understanding and cooperation, shall make every effort to enter into provisional arrangements of a 
practical nature and, during this transitional period, not to jeopardize or hamper the reaching of the final 
agreement. Such arrangements shall be without prejudice to the final delimitation. 
4. Where there is an agreement in force between the States concerned, questions relating to the 
delimitation of the exclusive economic zone shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of 
that agreement. 
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