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1. Title: The Forum





2. Description:


	The Forum is a website designed for people who want to be politically active but do not find politics to be compelling enough to dedicate a lot of their time to it.  It will be as user friendly as possible and try to bring politics to a large audience.  It will allow for self-expression and be appealing to young people.  It will allow them to structure their personal identity about politics.  The site will make it easier for citizens to be politically active, be well informed about political issues and have access to information about the government.  This will increase transparency of government and create a more intelligent, better-informed political discourse.  The Forum will make legislative information from congressional websites, political news, information about congresspeople, and opportunities to go to political events all available in one site.  It will allow users to see more information and more issues that are related to the issues that they browse or tag.





3. Features





Easy to search database of bills automatically updated by webcrawler.


Summaries of each bill that are easy to read


Information about votes on bills and congresspeople's votes on related bills.


links to related bills.


catagorization by committee, subject matter, and tags.


Information page about each congressperson such as their professional biography, voting history, campaign contributions and campaign spending.


User created profiles that allow each user to stay updated about their specific political interests and express their views on issues.


Profiles for political groups.


Political event listings.


Suggestions for related information that may interest the user.





4. Users





	The site will be designed to appeal to young people who are interested in politics.  However, it should be easy enough for anyone to use and hopefully make politics compelling to a much larger audience than it would be otherwise.  It could be designed to be extensible so that in the future political groups and politicians could have some access to make profiles about themselves.





5. Sources of Data


	Text of bills can be accessed at thomas.loc.gov.  Government websites and certain trusted news websites and political websites can be chosen to provide a store of information that The Forum could colllate.





6. Feasibility


	Most parts of this website are simple to implement but the challenge making all of the information collection and updating automatic with the use of webcrawlers.  


