BROWN UNIVERSITY STUDENT ORGANIZATION

INFORMATION AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Brown has over 300 active student organizations (www.brown.edu/web/gab3/).  The support systems for these groups are struggling to adequately serve them with antiquated and cumbersome systems.  Consider the following:

· Student group supplemental budget requests are approved on a nightly basis by slipping paper under the door of the Student Activities Office.

· Changes to Brown’s web listing of student groups is only done once a semester by manual upload, and the information can only be updated by sitting at one computer in the SAO.
· Annual student group budget allocations (in excess of $750,000 annually) are submitted electronically on one system and then typed into two separate systems before requests for payments must be made in person requiring that the information be written at least two additional times.
· Each year student groups submit a paper copy of their membership list – a format that cannot be used by Alumni relations to help groups develop and maintain alumni connections.
The Undergraduate Finance Board, Undergraduate Council of Students, and the Student Activities Office are seeking to create a comprehensive, centralized, shared management system for student organizations.  Such a system might, for example, provide some of the following functionality:
· Virtually manage critical student group information (contacts, description, group status, etc.) – groups would be able to update their information over the web and the Brown website listing would automatically be updated.  Appropriate notifications would be sent to relevant offices.
· Annually archive membership rosters for export to student group alumni records.
· On-line budget submission and approval system would connect to spending request and account balance system – providing real time account information and data and eliminating several layers of duplication.
· Serve as a base system for providing authorization and access to such services as the University Events Calendar, requests to reserve space on campus, etc.

Client Team:  Sarah Saxton-Frump (undergraduate), UCS Student Activities Committee Chair; Adam Deitch (undergraduate), Chair of the Undergraduate Finance Board; and Ricky Gresh (staff), Director of the Student Activities Office.  In addition the client team will include an application development staff member from CIS who will provide advice on technology that is supported at Brown and any integration needs with existing campus systems and services (approval for this addition has already been obtained from CIS).
